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Our gathering today: Carry on the mission of the The Clean Water Act enacted more than 30 years ago. 

· People of the United States demanded a stop to the discharging of toxic wastes and polluted runoff to our rivers, lakes and the ocean.  

· People also called for the control of non-point source pollution.

· We at the California Water Boards, comprised of the State Board and Nine Regional Water Quality Control Boards, are charged with ensuring that we accomplish this mission.

Looking back, this pivotal federal law in many ways took care of the “easy” part. 

· Now face challenge of mitigating second phase of act: the non-point source part. The big headache that is all around us.

· Old command and control mechanisms won’t work to reduce trash from leaving our cities and polluting our waterways.

· We have education that needs to be done, and tougher regulations and laws to write and to enforce.

To tackle this pollution problem at the Water Boards: A multi-pronged approach 

· First promote education and public participation to change polluting behaviors. 

· Then use funding to assist cities and organizations in implementing structural controls to trap what cannot be diverted through behavioral change. 

· Last, we must employ standard regulatory authority to ensure compliance with our Water Quality laws, and develop new laws and policies that will aid in keeping plastics out of our waterways.

Education and Public Participation – Our First Line of Defense:

Education: A new push for Water Board over the last five years as our front-line defense in the battle to keep pollutants out of our waterways. Designed to use mass communications tools to educate and empower our stakeholders to help us stop pollution at its source through personal action.

Started with a $5 million Erase the Waste Campaign in the greater LA area that will be subject of panel discussion later today. 

· Campaign focused on priority pollutants, including plastics, trash, cigarette butts and pet waste.

· Campaign met with great success: 50 percent of residents have been more active in cleanup activities since the campaign began. One-third of the 10 million residents in LA area have changed at least one polluting behavior.

· New statewide focus will package all the communications tools in the campaign for use in cities throughout California.

Will also lend our voice to creation of a statewide action plan tomorrow on ways to utilize these tools in the statewide assault on plastics pollution in our state waters.

Public Participation: New program now under development at the Water Boards.

This is a priority of our Water Boards, the California Environmental Protection Agency, and business and public stakeholders throughout the state.

Features of this program:

· A regional public participation policy that will meet the needs of all communities.

· A progressive environmental justice strategy to ensure our outreach and involvement opportunities are equitable and meet the needs of disadvantaged communities.

· Specialized training for our staff in collaborative problem solving, competing science, and community assessment. 

Some current uses of public participation in our fight to reduce plastics pollution:

TMDL Program: 

· To monitor California waterways to determine if they are impaired, and to develop a regional collaborative approach with all stakeholders to set pollutant load limits (called “total maximum daily loads,” or TMDLs). 

· Effort paved the way for the development of the state’s first trash limit load in Los Angeles that will be featured in a panel discussion later today. 

Fellow Agencies Also Doing their Part in the Fight: 

· California Integrated Waste Management Board pushing for increased use of recycled plastic and reducing the amount of plastic waste disposed in California landfills. 

· Also leading way in waste diversion and reuse programs that will further our efforts at minimizing the plastics pollutant load in our waterways.

We will continue to work with our fellow agencies, regulated parties and stakeholders to:

· Look for collaborative opportunities. 

· Share tools and resources

· Develop consistencies in monitoring protocols, reporting requirements and best management practices.

Funding: The Next Step (Financing Structural Controls to Aid us in the Fight) 

Public Participation and Education are excellent front line tools, but must be sustainable. They will also take years before they begin to make a difference in our fight. In the meantime, cities and local organizations will continue to need financial support to supplement structural controls to deal with this pervasive pollution problem.

Here is what we have done to fund the Water Quality effort since our inception:

· Since 1972, the Water Boards have provided more than $10 billion in grants and low interest loans to address California’s diverse and complex water quality issues.

· Since 2001, the Water Board’s Clean Beaches Initiative grant program has funded 41 projects that  reduce polluted runoff reaching California’s beaches by 30 million gallons per day.

· Awarded a $482,000 Prop. 13 grant to the Algalita Marine Research Foundation and California Coastal Commission for monitoring, assessing and reducing plastics and trash in LA area.

New Funding Opportunities:

· Nearly $67 million in new money to fund cleanups under our Clean Beaches Initiative. 

· $152.5 million from our Consolidated Grants Program. Draft guidelines to be released for public comment in early September.

Main push of our new funding philosophy: watershed approach; broad stakeholder involvement; coordination, collaboration and partnerships; and an evaluation of load reduction to measure project success. 

Regulatory Arena: The Last Resort in Our Pollution Prevention Efforts

Regulatory controls will be needed to continue to ensure that our mutual goals and objectives are accomplished.

Statewide Storm water Program Features Vast Network of Those Who Can Help Us in the Fight:

· Includes 475 cities and special districts, and another 863 permits covering “non-traditional” facilities including school districts, hospitals and prisons.

· Also includes 9,3000 industrial operations, and 15,500 enrollees in construction.

· The majority of land-based sources of plastic debris are located in urban areas, which are now regulated under these permits. 

What’s New in the Regulatory Arena?

· Water Board staff is currently evaluating language in the storm water permits and in the Ocean Plan that may help us further limit plastic wastes and other trash from being discharged.

· The Water Boards also may regulate the release of plastic pellets, which as you will hear in this conference is a major pollutant load to our waterways and marine ecosystem. 

Summary: Government cannot tackle the plastics pollution issue on its own. It’s a problem that all of us face. We need:

· Continued emphasis on upfront collaboration, stakeholder involvement and education 

· Behavioral change to increase emphasis on personal responsibility and decrease our reliance on costly structural controls and regulatory oversight.

